Appendix A

DEFINITIONS
Allowable Use:   (1) The degree of utilization considered desirable and attainable on various parts of a ranch or pasture considering the present nature and condition of the resource, management objectives, and levels of management.  (2) The amount of forage planned to be used to accelerate range improvement.  (3) The amount of forage production provided for livestock consumption expressed as a percentage of the total annual forage production. (4) Conservative use of annual forage production while providing appropriate amounts of plant residue and litter for range and watershed improvement.  

Assigned Use:  The amount or percent of available forage calculated to provide for livestock needs.  Assigned use is generally described as an Animal Unit Month (AUMs) within a grazing pasture.  It is based on the potential production under Favorable and Unfavorable growing conditions, rangeland acres within pasture, and desirable allowable use by livestock.  

Animal Unit:  An animal unit (AU) is one mature cow of approximately 1,000 pounds and a weaned calf, usually six months of age, or their equivalent.  Examples of other AU values for different class of livestock or ungulates include:


Steer/Yearlings/Replacement Heifers

0.7 AU


Elk





0.7-1.0 AU



Sheep





0.2 AU

Animal Unit Month:  The amount of forage required by an animal unit for one month.  This range analysis uses 900 pounds of air-dry forage as required to support an animal unit month (AUM).

Drought:  Prolonged dry weather when precipitation is less than 75% of the average amount as defined by the Society of Range Management (SRM, 1989).

Forage Production:  The amount of plant biomass, which is palatable to livestock, produced on a yearly basis.  It is generally expressed in pounds (air dried)/acre.

Weather and climate conditions such as degree of winter severity (snow-pack, spring run-off), amount of rainfall (frequency, duration and magnitude) coupled with changes in soil and ambient air temperatures influence production potentials during wet and dry conditions.  These conditions provide varying amounts of air, water, and soil nutrients to plant roots encouraging plant growth or inhibiting plant production.  Depending on plant species physiology, the growing season may be shortened or lengthened, affecting spring green-up or overall rangeland plant growth. 

Favorable Growing Conditions:  Prevailing weather and climate that are beneficial to the development of herbaceous (grass, grass-like plants and forbs) resources tending to promote or facilitate a higher level of production.  

Grazeable Woodland:  Forested landforms that are suitable for livestock grazing (NRCS soil map units 82, 83, 85, 304, and 311).

Mountain Meadow:  Wetland plant communities associated with Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) soil map unit 301.  Mountain meadow communities are generally dominated by carex and juncus species.

Mountain Valley:  Upland grassland communities associated with NRCS soil map units 302 and 308.  Generally support bunch grass communities of fescues, oat grasses and other. 

Unfavorable Growing Conditions:  Prevailing weather and climate that diminishes the development of herbaceous resources tending to promote or facilitate a lower level of production.  For example, a prolonged chronic shortage of water during which the soil and water content is reduced to such an extent that plants suffer from lack of water.  These conditions do not include drought.

