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April 18, 2003
NEWS RELEASE
VALLES CALDERA TRUST APPOINTS 

PRESERVE SCIENTIST
(LOS ALAMOS, NM) – The Valles Caldera Trust has filled the position of Preserve Scientist for the Valles Caldera Trust.  Dr. Robert Parmenter of Placitas, NM will be the first Preserve Scientist.  He will be a member of the Trust staff’s executive team. 
Parmenter is presently the director of the UNM Sevilleta Research Field Station and an associate professor of Research with the Dept. of Biology, UNM. He serves as the senior program manager with the Sevilleta Long Term Ecological Research Program, a research program funded by the National Science Foundation.  The multidisciplinary project involves nearly 30 students, 10 full-time staff, 26 graduate students and dozen of undergraduate students.

“There’s no question in my mind that what the Valles Caldera Trust is attempting to do is extremely profound and ‘cutting edge’ with respect to integrating sustainable human land use with preservation of all aspects of the natural resources,” Parmenter said.  “The Preserve is a rich resource that will be well served by the Trust’s approach of using science as the backbone to planning and decision-making for the Preserve.  The Trust’s commitment to monitoring its stewardship of the resources provides a tremendous opportunity for scientific information to provide the foundation for adaptive management.”

“Bob Parmenter is a great match for the Valles Caldera National Preserve,” said Gary Ziehe, Valles Caldera Trust executive director. “His abilities are very broad and he has the experience to build the quality science program we will need to inform our stewardship of the Preserve.  Bob’s energy and his capacity to work across scientific disciplines will be tremendous assets to the executive team.” 

(more)

VALLES CALDERA TRUST – page two
The Valles Caldera National Preserve is governed by a nine-member Board of Trustees, seven of whom are appointed by the President of the United States.  William deBuys, PhD of Santa Fe is the board’s chair.  Other members are Leonard Atencio, supervisor of Santa Fe National Forest; Steve Bone, superintendent of Bandelier National Monument; Tom Swetnam, PhD, Tucson, 
AZ; Palemon Martinez of Valdez, NM; and David Yepa of Jemez Pueblo.  The terms of three board members recently expired; new board members to replace the three expired terms are awaiting White House appointment. 
The Valles Caldera Trust oversees the Valles Caldera National Preserve, formerly the privately owned “Baca Ranch.”  The 88,900 acre property is located in the Jemez Mountains in northern New Mexico.  It was purchased by the federal government in 2000 under the Valles Caldera National Preservation Act.  The property is known for its huge meadows, abundant wildlife, meandering streams and remarkable scenery.  More information about the Preserve can be found at www.vallescaldera.gov. 

-- END --
