
Family Common Name Genus species   

Anatidae Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 
 Blue-winged Teal Anas discors 
 Green-winged Teal Anas crecca 
 Godwall Anas strepera 
Ardeidae Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias 
Podicipedidae Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps 
Cathartidae Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 
Accipitridae Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus 
 Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii 
 Nothern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis 
 Zone-tailed Hawk Buteo albonotatus 
 Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis 
 Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni 
 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos 
 Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus 
 Northern Harrier Circus cyaneus 
Pandionidae Osprey Pandion haliaetus 
Falconidae American Kestrel Falco sparverius 
 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 
Phasianidae Blue Grouse Dendragapus obscurus 
 Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo 
Scolopacidae Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia 
 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago 
 Wilson's Snipe Gallinago gallinago delicata 
Charadriidae Killdeer Charadrius vociferus 
Columbidae Band-tailed Pigeon Columba fasciata 
 Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura 
Strigidae Flammulated Owl Otus flammeolus 
 Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus 
 Western Screech Owl Otus kennicottii 
 Northern Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium gnoma 
 Northern Saw-whet Owl Aegolius acadicus 
 Long-eared Owl Asio otus 
Caprimulgidae Common Nighthawk Chordiles minor 
Apodidae White-throated Swift Aeronautes saxaialis 

 
Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird Selasphorus platycercus 

Picidae Lewis's Woodpecker Melanerpes lewis 
 Red-naped Sapsucker Sphyrapicus nuchalis 
 Williamson's Sapsucker Sphyrapicus thyroideus 
 Downy Woodpecker Picoides pubescens 
 Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus 
 Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus 
Alcedinidae Belted Kingfisher Ceryle alcyon 
Tyrannidae Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus borealis 

 Western Wood-Pewee Contopus sordidulus 
 Hammond's Flycatcher Empidonax hammondii 
 Dusky Flycatcher Empidonax oberholseri 
 Cordilleran Flycatcher Empidonax occidentalis 
 Say's Phoebe Sayornis saya 
 Western Flycatcher Empidonax difficilis 
Hirundinidae Violet-green Swallow Tachycineta thalassina 
 Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor 
Corvidae Steller's Jay Cyanocitta stelleri 
 Pinyon Jay Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus 
 Clark's Nutcracker Nucifraga columbiana 
 Black-billed Magpie Pica pica 
 American Crow Corvus brachyrynchos 
 Common Raven Corvus corax 
Paridae Mountain Chickadee Parus gambeli 
Sittidae Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis 
 White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis 
 Pygmy Nuthatch Sitta pygmaea 
Certhiidae Brown Creeper Certhia americana 
Troglodytidae Rock Wren Salpinctes obsoletus 
 House Wren Troglodytes aedon 
Regulidae Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa 
 Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula 
Sylviidae Western Bluebird Sialia mexicana 
 Mountain Bluebird Sialia currucoides 
 Townsend's Solitaire Myadestes townsendi 
Turdidae Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus 
 American Robin Turdus migratorius 
Sturnidae European Starling Sturnus vulgaris 
Vireonidae Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus 
 Plumbeous Vireo Vireo plumbeus 
Parulidae Orange-crowned Warbler Vermivora celata 
 Virginia's Warbler Vermivora virginiae 
Parulidae Yellow-rumped Warbler Dendroica coronata 
 Grace's Warbler Dendroica graciae 
 MacGillivray's Warbler Oporornis tolmiei 
Thraupidae Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana 
Cardinalidae Black-headed Grosbeak Pheucticus melanocephalus 
 Lazuli Bunting Passerina amoena 
Emberizidae Green-tailed Towhee Pipilo chlorurus 
 Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus 
 Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina 
Emberizidae Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus 
 Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus 
 Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis 

 Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis 
 Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus 
 Yellow-headed blackbird Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus 
 Western Meadowlark Sturnella neglecta 
 Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna 
 Brewer's Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus 
 Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater 
Alaudidae Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris 
Fringillidae Cassin's Finch Carpodacus cassinii 
 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 
 Pine Siskin Carduelis pinus 
 Lesser Goldfinch Carduelis psaltria 
 Evening Grosbeak Coccothraustes vespertinus 
 Pine Grosbeak Pinicola enucleator 
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This checklist of bird species found breeding on the 
Preserve is based upon the work of many volunteer 
ornathologists,  who are compiling the Breeding Bird 
Atlas of the Valles Caldera National Preserve. 

The Valles Caldera Trust wishes to thank all  these 
people, and we hope that future additions to the VCNP 
bird species list by such field ornithologists will 
continue to expand our understanding of these 
important wildlife species. 

 


