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NEWS RELEASE
VALLES CALDERA NATIONAL PRESERVE 

OPENS TO HORSEBACK RIDERS
(Los Alamos, NM) – One of the state’s most scenic areas, the Valles Caldera National Preserve, has opened its gates for public horseback riding for the first time.  Horse owners will be permitted to bring their own horses to ride the preserve’s forested areas on the Banco Bonito logging roads as well as along the scenic El Cajete and Redondo Meadow areas.  
Riders may visit the preserve from July 16 into early September, when the elk hunting season will begin.  Riding is available on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays. 
“Horse owners have been very interested in having a chance to ride the preserve so we are happy to be able to offer this new program in just our second summer of our recreation program,” said Dennis Trujillo, preserve manager.  
The program is staged from the Banco Bonito Staging Area, in the southwest corner of the preserve, found near Mile Marker 30 on State Highway 4.  The program permits day-use of the preserve.  Equestrians may bring up to four horses as part of their group (larger rigs are not allowed due to limited parking).  Due to the likelihood of summer thunderstorms, riders may depart as early as 8 a.m. and must be on the trail no later than 11 a.m.
Rental horses are not available at the preserve.  
Up to 32 horses per day will be allowed to use the preserve’s established equestrian trails.  Off-trail use or riding on other roads is not allowed.  The fee to 
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ride is $20 per horse per day.  Reservations are not refundable except if weather-related. 
“We’ve set up an area for exclusive use of equestrians this summer,” Dennis Trujillo said.  “This way, riders won’t encounter other recreational users when they visit.  We hope to preserve a sense of solitude while offering riders a great opportunity to see and discover the area from horseback.”
Rides are designed up to 12 miles in length and are intended to last four-to-six hours depending on the pace of the horse and rider.

“We’ve worked with a group of knowledgeable equestrians from a variety of organizations to create a program that will work for horse owners. What we learn from this year’s program will be applied to improving next year’s program,” Trujillo added.

For more information and to make a reservation, go to www.vallescaldera.gov  -- click on Recreation and then click on Equestrian. Or call toll-free: 877-851-8946.  
The Valles Caldera Trust oversees the Valles Caldera National Preserve, formerly the privately owned “Baca Ranch.”  The 88,900 acre property is located in the Jemez Mountains in northern New Mexico.  It was purchased by the federal government in 2000 under the Valles Caldera National Preservation Act.  The property is known for its huge meadows, abundant wildlife, meandering streams and remarkable scenery.  More information about the Preserve can be found at www.vallescaldera.gov. 
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