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NEWS RELEASE
CLOSED TRAILS REOPENED AT VALLES CALDERA NATIONAL PRESERVE 
(Los Alamos, NM) – Recent rains have provided better conditions on the Valles Caldera National Preserve.  While most scheduled recreation activities remained open over the past two weeks, two short trails that had been closed are now re-opened.   
The Valle Grande Trail and Coyote Call Trail have been reopened as of noon on Thursday, July 1, 2004. Neither trail requires an advance reservation or fee and are open from sunrise to sunset, seven days a week. Visitors can access them directly from State Highway 4. Trails touring Cerro del Abrigo, Cerro Seco and San Antonio Mountain are also available for hiking by reservation and fee via the Web site: www.vallescaldera.gov. 
“Ample rain has reduced the risk of fire danger,” said Preserve Manager Dennis Trujillo.  “The grasslands of the Valles Caldera National Preserve are greening up now and are a great place to view wildlife.”   Visitors can view elk, including new elk calves that have joined the herd, as well as birds, prairie dogs, coyotes and more.  
The Valles Caldera Trust oversees the Valles Caldera National Preserve, formerly the privately owned “Baca Ranch.”  The 88,900 acre property is located in the Jemez Mountains in northern New Mexico.  It was purchased by the federal government in 2000 under the Valles Caldera National Preservation Act.  The property is known for its huge meadows, abundant wildlife, meandering streams and remarkable scenery.  More information about the Preserve can be found at www.vallescaldera.gov. 
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