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BIOGRAPHY
Ray Powell

Executive Director
Ray Powell will be the Valles Caldera Trust’s new executive director beginning October 3, 2004.   He succeeds Dr. Gary Ziehe, who left the Valles Caldera Trust in February 2004. 
Ray has had a distinguished career in public service.  He served as the New Mexico State Land Commissioner, first through an appointment by Governor Bruce King to complete an unexpired term, then by election for two, four-year terms.
As New Mexico State Land Commissioner he was responsible for the effective management of 13 million acres of state trust land, (about 12 percent of the land in New Mexico) with an estimated market value of hundreds of billions of dollars.  The State Land Office has a constitutional responsibility to optimize revenues for public schools, state universities, and other important beneficiaries while ensuring health, protection and enhancement of land for future generations.  He led a staff of more than 150 located in Santa Fe and in 13 field offices throughout the state.  
Raised in Albuquerque, NM, Ray is currently the president of the Friends of Albuquerque’s Environmental Story, a non-profit organization that provides educational materials to teach students about Albuquerque, including its archeological, environmental and business history.  He is also president of La Semilla Institute, a non-profit that oversees the development of a 3,000-acre nature preserve east of the Mesa del Sol planned community.  He also serves on the boards of Common Cause, the New Mexico Chapter of the Audubon Society and is a member of the Institute of Natural Resource Analysis and Management.  
Ray Powell is a licensed veterinarian, and a graduate of Tufts University School of Veterinary Medicine (1985).  He is currently the chairman of the NM Veterinary Licensing Board. His special interest is wildlife rehabilitation.  He also is a graduate of the University of New Mexico, with a BS in Anthropology and Biology (1977) and MS in Systemic Botany and Plant Ecology (1980). 
He resides in the Village of Los Ranchos, New Mexico.
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