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NEWS RELEASE
(Los Alamos, NM) – Summer and fall recreation programs at the Valles Caldera National Preserve are now available for reservations.  Hiking, fishing, and special tours can now be booked by going to www.vallescaldera.gov and clicking on Recreation.   Phone reservations can be made by calling 1-877-851-8946.
New hiking trails will be open Thursdays through Mondays beginning May 30 on San Antonio Mountain and Cerro Seco.  Beginning May 20, hikers can explore the popular Cerro del Abrigo Trail.  These trails require reservations in advance and a day use fee of $10.  Two trails, the Valle Grande Trail and the Coyote Call Trail,  will be open seven days a week from sunrise to sunset beginning May 20  without fee or reservation and are accessible from State Highway 4.  
Fishing

Two fishing lotteries have been conducted for spring and summer fishing dates on the San Antonio Creek but the fall season dates are still available via lottery through June 15th.  Fees to fish include $5 per chance on the lottery, plus a $25 fee for each angler.  

Four separate adult fly fishing clinics will be offered on Saturday, June 19, Sunday, June 20, and Saturday, Sept. 11 or Sunday, Sept. 12 conducted by Bob Gerding, along with Bob Widgren and William and Kathy Black, all angling experts.   The clinics are designed for beginning and intermediate fly fishers and offer one-on-one instruction as well as lectures on important topics.  The fee for the clinic is $150 per person. 
A youth fly fishing clinic will again be offered on Saturday, July 10 and Saturday, August 7th.  Participation is limited but includes all equipment for youth. Fees for youths are $10/person.  Participants must be between 10 to 16 years of age. Fly fishing clinics are listed under Special Events on the Recreation homepage. 

Horse-drawn rides and Van Tours
Popular horse-drawn wagon rides will run every weekend beginning May 22 and will include a visit to the movie set used in the filming of “The Missing.” The preserve will also offer “full moon rides” during the summer months.  Fees are $20 per adult, $10/youth.

Van tours have been expanded in 2004.  The original Obsidian Valley tour will be offered on Saturdays beginning June 5.  A new Redondo Meadow area tour has been added for Sundays beginning May 30.  Fees are $20 per passenger.  Tours include interpretation and several stops along the way.  
(more)

Special Events

Also new in 2004 will be two geology tours led by Fraser Goff of Los Alamos National Laboratory.  Working in the Valles Caldera for more than 20 years as a professional geologist, Goff offers a fascinating look at what created this unique landscape.  A tour will be offered July 11 and August 21. Reservations for this special tour can be made by clicking on Special Events on the Recreation page
Local author and historian Craig Martin will lead two history tours.  Author of the 2003 publication, Valle Grande: A history of the Baca Location No. 1, Martin will share the fascinating history of the area. Dates for this Special Event are June 12th and July 17th.
 Steve Fettig will lead a workshop on July 3rd and a dawn birding trip on July 4th to explore the many birds that breed and call the preserve home during the summer months.  This Special Event will include an overnight stay in the bunk house at the historic headquarters area plus meals.  Fees for this first-ever opportunity will be $130 for the entire package or $75 for just the birding tour with lunch. 
The popular Night Sky Adventures will again offer a tour of the dark night skies above the caldera and near Redondo Meadow.  Dates for stargazing are May 14, June 12, July 9, Aug. 20, Sept. 10 and Sept. 24.   The fee is $30 per person.
Horseback Riding

A program to offer horseback riding on the preserve is scheduled to begin this summer.  More details will appear on the Valles Caldera Trust Web site.  This initial program will offer horse owners an opportunity bring their own horses to the preserve for a day of riding on established trails around the Banco Bonito area.  The fee for entry is $20 per horse with a limit of four horses per group.  Thirty-two horses per day will be allowed entry to the preserve.  

Later this summer, more information will be available on the Web site regarding a Mountain Bike Rally to be held on the preserve August 14 and 15 as part of the Los Alamos Fat Tire Festival.  The ride will be offered for pleasure, not competition, as part of the festival activities. 
Nearly all activities require advance reservations and a fee.  Except where noted, all fees quoted are for adults.  Children 15- and-under and seniors 62-and-over pay a reduced fee.  A discount of 20 percent applies to groups of four or more.  
The Valles Caldera Trust oversees the Valles Caldera National Preserve, formerly the privately owned “Baca Ranch.”  The 88,900 acre property is located in the Jemez Mountains in northern New Mexico.  It was purchased by the federal government in 2000 under the Valles Caldera National Preservation Act.  The property is known for its huge meadows, abundant wildlife, meandering streams and remarkable scenery.  More information about the Preserve can be found at www.vallescaldera.gov. 
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