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Valles Caldera Board of Trustees Names 
Dennis Trujillo Executive Director 

                                    
New Mexico Native Knows the Neighborhood. 

 
 
(Jemez Springs, NM) – The Valles Caldera Trust (Trust) today announced the appointment of 
Dennis Trujillo to the position of Executive Director. Trujillo has been with the Trust since its 
inception and recently served as Interim Executive Director after the departure of Gary Bratcher 
in June of 2011. Trujillo was selected by the Board of Trustees (Board) from a nationwide field 
of 30 applicants. 
 
“The number of applicants was surprising but what was even more impressive was the overall 
depth and quality of the field,” said Board Chairman, Dr. Raymond Loretto. “This was a difficult 
process but in the end the Board decided Dennis was the best person to lead the management of 
the Valles Caldera National Preserve (Preserve) to the next level.”  
 
 After his appointment as Preserve Manager in 2002  Trujillo directly supervised the 
management of natural resources, recreation, roads, facilities, fire, law enforcement, safety, 
merchandizing and special uses. During the last nine months as Interim Executive Director 
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Trujillo guided the development of a strategic management plan, revised the livestock grazing 
program and led the Preserve through the Las Conchas fire and its aftermath.  
 
“Dennis did a great job as Interim Executive Director,” said Loretto. “His broad experience in 
natural resources and fire management was critical during the fire. But he was equally 
impressive in addressing internal organizational issues that needed immediate attention.” 
 
 Trujillo and his family make their home in the small Jemez Mountains village of Ponderosa 
where he is an active member of the community. He graduated from the University of New 
Mexico and went on to a rewarding career with the U.S. Forest Service. He served as the District 
Ranger for the Coyote Ranger District and managed lands and recreation programs on the Jemez 
Ranger District before coming to the Trust. His fire management expertise has taken him to fight 
fires across the country and around the world.  
 
“I am excited about the opportunity the Board of Trustees has given to me,” said Trujillo. 
“Growing up in the Jemez I developed a deep, personal connection with the Valles Caldera and 
surrounding area,” said Trujillo. “I see it as a place of inspiration and learning that must be 
preserved for generations to come. As Executive Director I can work to accomplish that goal 
guided by the principles of our experiment in public land management.” 
 
The Valles Caldera Trust oversees the Valles Caldera National Preserve, formerly the privately 
owned “Baca Ranch”.  The 89,000-acre property is located in the Jemez Mountains in northern 
New Mexico.  It was purchased by the federal government in 2000 under the Valles Caldera 
Preservation Act.  The property is known for its huge meadows, abundant wildlife, meandering 
streams, and remarkable scenery. The mission of the Valles Caldera Trust is to create a 
successful model of public land management that protects and preserves the Valles Caldera 
National Preserve’s unique values. Toward that end, the Trust will operate the Preserve as a 
working ranch; strive to become financially self-sustaining; meet varied needs of visitors; strive 
to utilize and steward the multiple resources of the preserve; and work collaboratively with our 
neighbors. 
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