
Public meetings to present the plan and solicit 
feedback will be held June 25th and 26th, 
2012 in Jemez Springs and Los Alamos (for 
more details and to see the plan, visit 
vallescaldera.gov). 

When to Visit
The preserve is open for you to visit the three 
proposed locations as follows: 
• Alternative 2 Banco Bonito: open 
 on weekends only 8 AM – 5 PM. 
 due to forest thinning in the area  
• Alternative 3 Entrada del Valle: 
 open daily beginning June 23, 
 2012 from 8 AM to 6 PM.
• Alternative 4 Vista del Valle: Open 
 daily from dawn to dusk.
 

The Valles Caldera Trust is proposing to 
implement a comprehensive public access and 
use plan for the Valles Caldera National 
Preserve. The plan proposes the development 
of facilities and infrastructure — specifically, 
a visitor contact station or visitor center at 
one of three possible locations within the 
preserve — to provide increased access onto 
and within the preserve and to protect 
natural and cultural resources from the 
impacts of increased visitation. The plan 
would also guide programs and activities for 
public access and use for recreation, educa-
tion, scientific research, and other purposes. 

Upon completion of the planning process, one 
of these three sites will be selected for 
development under one of the alternatives 
being considered. Alternative 1 is the 
no-action alternative, which would discontinue 
public use and access of the preserve.  

Welcome to Valles 
Caldera National 

Preserve



Alternative 2: 
Banco Bonito Visitor 

Contact Station

Directions: 
This site is at the Banco Bonito Staging Area; 
the signed entrance to the staging area is 
located off NM-4 near mile marker 30. A 
short road will terminate at a large parking 
area and temporary visitor facility. A sign will 
indicate the approximate location of the 
proposed facility.

A small-scale visitor contact station would 
be developed at the Banco Bonito area in 
the southwestern part of the preserve. 
Additional development would include 
day-use facilities, a small parking area, 
and double-lane roads at specific loca-
tions to provide access into the preserve 
for personal vehicles and/or shuttles. 

Alternative 3A/B: 
Entrada del Valle 

Visitor Center

Alternative 3A/B includes development of 
a full-service visitor and interpretive 
center near the Valle Grande. A trail 
from the visitor center would provide 
access to the East Fork of the Jemez River, 
overlooks, picnic areas, staging for 
groups and special events, and interpre-
tive sites. Hikers could access a variety of 
trails directly from this day-use area. 

Directions: 
This site can be accessed through the Valle 
Grande Entrance north of NM-4. From the 
east, follow NM-4 approximately 18 miles 
from Los Alamos. From the west, follow NM-4 
approximately 39 miles from Highway 550. 
Turn at the sign for the Valle Grande Staging 
Area. Drive to the first building along this 
road, a replica of a historic home (on the left). 
The proposed site is on the hillside to the 
south. A sign will indicate the approximate 
location of the proposed facility.

This alternative would locate a visitor and 
interpretive center south of NM-4 below 
Rabbit Mountain, overlooking the Valle 
Grande. Development would include a 
day-use area focused on views of the 
Valle Grande, interpretation of geology, 
and proximity to Bandelier National 
Monument. An underpass would provide 
access below NM-4 for wildlife viewing. 
Interpretive trails and picnic areas would 
be developed south of NM-4, also 
emphasizing views of the Valle Grande. 

Alternative 4A/B: 
Vista del Valle Visitor 

Center

Directions: 
This site can be accessed via the Coyote Call 
trailhead south of NM-4. From the east, follow 
NM-4 approximately 17.5 miles from Los 
Alamos. From the west, follow NM-4 approxi-
mately 41 miles from Highway 550. Turn south 
into the parking area for the Coyote Call 
trailhead. A sign will indicate the approxi-
mate location of the proposed facility.



A small-scale visitor contact station 
would be developed at the Banco 
Bonito area in the southwestern 
part of the preserve. Additional 
development would include day-
use facilities, a small parking area, 
and double-lane roads at specific 
locations to provide access into the 
preserve for personal vehicles 
and/or shuttles. 

Alternative 2: Banco Bonito Visitor Contact Station 

• Small-scale visitor contact station.
• 2,500-5,000 square feet.
• Approximately 50,000 visitors/year. 
• Limited day-use amenities; small parking area.
• No lodging development.
• Minimal development; disturbed site.



• Full-service visitor and interpretive center.
• 10,000 square feet. 
• Approximately 120,000 visitors/year.
• Covered dropoff, lobby, reception, orientation 
 areas; theater, exhibit halls, classroom, retail, 
 food service, observation decks.
• Previously undisturbed site.
• No lodging development.

This alternative is similar to alternative 
3A/B but would locate the visitor and 
interpretive center south of NM-4 below 
Rabbit Mountain, overlooking the Valle 
Grande. Development would include a 
day-use area focused on views of the 
Valle Grande, interpretation of geology, 
and proximity to Bandelier National 
Monument. An underpass would provide 
access below NM-4 for wildlife viewing. 
Interpretive trails and picnic areas would 
be developed south of NM-4, also 
emphasizing views of the Valle Grande. 

Alternative 3A/B: Entrada del Valle 
Visitor Center

Alternative 4A/B: Vista del Valle 
Visitor Center

Both 
Alternative 3A/B and 4A/B

Alternative 3A/B includes development of a 
full-service visitor and interpretive center 
near the Valle Grande. A trail from the 
visitor center would provide access to the 
East Fork of the Jemez River, overlooks, 
picnic areas, staging for groups and special 
events, and interpretive sites. Hikers could 
access a variety of trails directly from this 
day-use area. 


